Health Action Zone Travellers’ Action Group Realises 
Improvements In Services
The Health Action Zone Accommodation and Health Improvements for Travellers Action Group was established in 2000 and aims to improve the overall health and wellbeing of the Traveller community in North and West Belfast. 
The group is led by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive, in partnership with North and West Belfast Health and Social Services Trust, Belfast Education and Library Board, Belfast Institute of Further and Higher Education, the Department of Employment and Learning, An Munia Tober, Clanmil Housing Association, Belfast City Council, the Council for Catholic Maintained Schools, Barnardos, the Royal Group of Hospitals and North and West Belfast Health Action Zone. 
The Group’s action plan has 5 strategic aims incorporating activities relating to:
· Community Development

· Accommodation

· Health Improvements

· Employability

· Improved Communications and Prejudice Reduction
A significant development in addressing the accommodation needs of Travellers in North and West Belfast has been the completion of Phase 1 of the Group Housing Scheme at Glen Road. Group Housing Schemes are designed to meet the specific needs of extended Traveller families. A second phase is planned for Glen Road.  Clanmil Housing Association are currently in consultation with the families concerned to finalise the details of the scheme.

A Group Housing Scheme is also planned for Monagh and will be developed by North and West Housing Association. At present negotiations are ongoing between the landowners and North and West Housing Association regarding purchase of the land. Planning approval has been granted for road access and will go before Belfast City Council for ratification in mid-November. North and West Housing Association hope to gain approval from the Department of Social Development in February, which should allow the scheme to proceed as planned in March 2006.
As we reported in the last HAZ news, in April of this year, Belfast Traveller Support Group and Belfast Traveller Education and Development Group merged to form An Munia Tober. Their aim is to work towards a situation where Travelllers in Belfast have access to all services that meet their social, economic and cultural needs. Their current projects now include:

· Health -  The Traveller community have access to Health Awareness programmes, and the group aims to have health information at the centre.
· Education - An Alternative Education Project provides educational support for Traveller young people who are disengaged from mainstream education and without the necessary skills for employment or further education. 

· Cultural Heritage – This project is designed for delivery to all those who provide services so that on point of contact with Travellers there will be an understanding of their culture and tradition. 

·  Play Development – An after schools project developing and supporting 4-12 years old Travellers in education via play, homework support and educational trips. 

· Youth Work – Designed around personal and social development where participants assist in the planning, design and implementation of their programmes. 

· Arts – Works with all of the above to assist participants to promote self identity using arts as the medium.

There has been an ongoing emphasis on the need to work towards an improvement in overall Traveller health. North and West Belfast is in the unique position of having a dedicated Ethnic Minorities Health Visitor and Social Worker who work tirelessly to ensure that the Traveller community are able to access all healthcare services. In addition, the Royal Group of Hospitals provides a Health Outreach Programme for the Irish Traveller Community in the Greater Belfast area. They work in partnership with An Munia Tober and other voluntary and statutory agencies. 
A primary focus of this Programme involved research into the  perceptions of the Irish Traveller community’s own health needs; their perception and experience of health services in general and the Royal Hospitals in particular. This involved a survey of 84 participants from the Traveller Community and the results reflect the most up to date information on Travellers Health Perceptions in the Greater Belfast Area.
A multi-agency steering group was established to development a Floating Support Service for Travellers in the Colin area of Greater Belfast. The project is funded by Supporting People (NIHE). The service aims to assist Travellers in accessing services such as health, education and accommodation. So far there have been more than 30 referrals to the service and feedback has been positive.
Barnardos have recently recruited a Traveller Sure Start Worker. This two year pilot post funded by Sure Start (until March 2007) has been activated with Colin Neighbourhood Sure Start and Barnardos. The post holder, Ms Erica Phillips, is managed directly by Barnardos and will work initially with Traveller Children and families who attend Barnardos Traveller Pre-School Service based in Lenadoon. Erica will also gradually make links with Colin Neighbourhood Sure Start. This is an exciting project which will help to identify specific needs and promote child development through individual and group programmes with Traveller children and parents.
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